OPICCO MANDATE STATEMENT 

Working with the community to organize and advocate has proven to be effective in changing policies and legislation and addressing systemic issues. The community legal clinic system is the only stable province-wide resource dedicated to addressing poverty and systemic injustice; we are now in every county and city in Ontario. Community development for law reform is an important component of Legal Aid Ontario's mandate. There are many ways the clinic system can contribute to the process of social change and law reform needed to ensure basic human rights and improve the lives of low-income people in Ontario.

Mandate

To promote, strengthen and maintain the capacity of the clinic system to work with communities to empower, educate and organize for social and economic justice.

OPICCO shall:

· Act as a provincial forum to connect with all regions of the province to share, strategize and collaborate on community development, organizing and law reform initiatives

· Link with local organizations and provincial networks to maximize existing resources

· Advocate for adequate funding and resources from Legal Aid Ontario and the Attorney General’s office to support community development and organizing

· Develop, exchange and distribute resources for community development, organizing and law reform

· Initiate, promote, and participate in community development training 

· Organize and assist with law reform campaigns across Ontario 

· Work to ensure that the voice of Ontario’s low income communities continues to inform the work of clinics
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